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My nameis David Henkin, andI currentlyserveas Chairof the Kahalu’uNeighborhood
BoardNo. 29. I appreciatethe opportunityto offer this testimonyregardingBill 16 (2009),CD
1.

On behalfof theKahalu’uNeighborhoodBoard,I stronglyurgethe Council to includein
the FY2010 executivecapitalbudgettwo projectsthatarelongstandingcommunitypriorities:
(1) a Kahalu’uPedestrianandBicycleNetworkCirculationStudy($140,000plan+ $10,000
design);1and(2) landscapingandsidewalkimprovementsto Waihe’eRoad($30,000plan+
$30,000design).2 During the previousbudgetingprocess,the BoardhadrequestedCIP funding
for thesetwo projectsfor the currentfiscal year,but,unfortunately,theywerenot includedin the
final budget. At its November12, 2008meeting,the Boardonceagainidentifiedtheseprojects
as the highestpriorities forthe comingyear’sCIP budget.

Thereis strongcommunitysupportfor bothprojects,whichwerelistedaspriorities in the
Kahalu’uCommunityMasterPlan,acollaborativeeffort involving the City andCountyof
Honolulu that receivedsubstantialinputandsupportfromthe community. The MasterPlan
identifiesthesetwo projectsas importantto increasingtransportationsafetyandimproving
circulationwithin the Kahalu’ucommunity.

It is particularlyimportantto moveforwardwith thesetwo projectsnow thatthe Kahalu’u
RegionalParkhasbeencompleted.In ourrural community,therearefew saferoutesfor keiki to
getto the park on footor bicycle,and,thus, mostpark usershaveto travel by car. Improving
pedestrianandbicyclecirculation — a goalof bothprojects— iskeyto reducingthe traffic that
plaguesourcommunity,as well as to promotinghealthierlifestylesfor ourkeiki.

Mahalo for the opportunityto offer thistestimony.

I This projectinvolvespreparationof aplanningfeasibility studyandpreliminarydesign

for apedestriangreenwaynetwork throughKahalu’u, including: (12) a connectionbetween
Waihe’eRoadandWailehuaRoadalongeitherAhilamaRoador throughWaihe’eMarsh; and
(2) alongWaihe’eStreamandKa’alaeaStream.

2 Theseimprovementswould distinguishWaihe’eRoadas the primaryroutealong

Kahalu’u’scivic coreanddevelopasafepedestrianandbicycleenvironment.
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GoodafternoonChairApo andmembersof the Council:
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